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This last year and a half has tested the stamina of the people of
our entire nation, as our ability to relate to, and to serve, others
has been rather severely restricted. We have masked, practiced
social distancing, depended on ordering goods on line, and been
in isolation or even quarantine. Now that we are able to return to
the CSA, not only in spirit , but in person, we are blessed to find
that "everything is just like we remember it", for most things here
at the Assembly. We all depend on the serenity, the natural
beauty, and the fellowship we not only enjoy, but assume to be
here for us, upon our return. All of that is due to the efforts of
dedicated CSA members who often work "behind the scenes" so
that we are able to come back to what we know and love. While
we are here at the Congregational Summer Assembly, we are
blessed by being surrounded not only by natural beauty, but by
being part of a wonderful community of people who have learned
over the years to do things for others, as they practice what we
call, the "the Assembly Way". It is because these people
contribute their time and energy in their own myriad of ways, that
we continue to have this special oasis of calm, joy, beauty and
fun year after year. We can all "re-charge our batteries" for
whatever the upcoming year challenges us to do.

The Citation Committee has the delightful duty of publicly
recognizing and celebrating the contributions of such people
through the awarding the Citation for Long and Valued Service.
This year's recipients were supposed to receive this award in
2020, but due to the pandemic, we have had to make them wait

until today to be recognized. Permit me to share with you why this couple is so precious to all of us.

He has been an Assembly person for his entire life. We discovered that, when he was a teenager, he was awarded the
Citizenship Award for contributions made at a time of his life when most people are very self-focused. His name is on the
trophy cup which is in the Office Building, which you can check out the next time you are in the Office. He has continued his
contributions over the years by designing and building sets for operettas, as well as performing in a few, singing in the choir,
serving on the budget committee, on the Endowment committee, and on the Executive Committee. He served 3 years as a
Trustee, and he has been Treasurer of the Assembly Board for many years. The financial stability of the entire Congregational
Summer Assembly has been strengthened by his expertise.

She, in her words," married in to this wonderful place". She is a hard working and loyal contributor to a wide range of Assembly
programs. For example, she has played an active role in the Womens' Association, serving on the board and also as Assistant
Treasurer. She has also served on the Membership Committee and on the Youth Committee. She has been very helpful by
working on the stage crews for both the childrens' and adult operettas. She has helped out as Assistant Archivist for many
years. Her most visible contribution can be seen in the Office Building. She made that beautiful valance which tops the
windows in the great room where we all have enjoyed potluck dinners, childrens' dancing, the Cottage Treasures sale, and the
Artists and Artisans Days.

The Citation Committee is so pleased to finally have the opportunity to formally and gratefully recognize the long and faithful
service of Gary and Judy Dawley!


