
2019 Citation for Long and Valued Service to the Assembly

Cynnie and Carl Hood - August 2019

We are living in a fast-paced world, where our daily schedules and demands on our time are most certainly not what was
typical when the CSA was first established. And yet, we still have people ready to go that extra mile and demonstrate what is
meant by "the Assembly Way."

The Citation Committee has the challenging task each year of recognizing individuals who have done so much to allow our
way of life here at the CSA to proceed smoothly. Much of this effort goes largely unnoticed by the general population, but the
result blesses us all! For example, they may be seen building scenery for the operettas, or maybe they make the road signs for
the shady lanes where our cottages are found. Maybe they work on a committee to raise money for scholarship assistance for
Assembly college students and well as others in Benzie County. Maybe they work to provide activities for our youth who have
outgrown Monday night dancing. Maybe they participate in the Artists and Artisan's Day to share their artistic talents with
interested people. Maybe they serve on the Board of Trustees or on various established committees of the Assembly. Maybe
they help with the transition of the Crystal View from a gas station of long ago, to the quaint eating spot overlooking the lake
that it has become. Sometimes they step up to repair or modernize the Meeting House facilities. Maybe they work to provide
man-power for the Annual Art Fair and its ever-so-important-Cottage Treasures event. Our 2019 recipients can say, "Been
there, done that!" to all of the above. They've found so many ways to be of service ever since their introduction to the CSA in
the late 1940's when they were very young. Perhaps they picked up that attitude of being involved from previous CSA donors
of time, energy, ideas and effort.

What's more, our beloved CSA is not the only organization for vacationers around this lake. But it's interesting to note that the
efforts by CSA members such as our recipients, have had a spill-down effect on other such organizations, inspiring some of
them to reach out to the needs of others in ways which resemble the pioneer work done by CSA. The sharing spirit grows and
moves goes beyond our borders!

In the words of our 2019 recipients, "If you have an idea to enrich the Assembly, explore it! If you see a way to be of help, step
up to the task!" Our summer paradise could not survive without such individuals! With pleasure, we announce that the
recipients of the 2019 Citation for Long and Valued Service is awarded to Cynnie and Carl Hood.


